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Jesus does not give
recipes that show the
way to God as other
teachers of religion
do. He is himself the
way.
Karl Barth
What’s Happening?
Christmas Pageant
Sunday Dec. 22, 10 a.m.
Christmas Services
FAMILY COMMUNION
Tues. Dec. 24, 4 p.m.
BCP COMMUNION
Wed. Dec 25, 10 a.m.
LESSONS and CAROLS
Sunday Dec. 29, 10 a.m.
Regular Service Time
Sunday, January 5,
9 a.m. BCP Communion
10.30 a.m. Communion
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Christmas in a Cold Prison
Lutheran pastor and theologian, Dietrich Bonhoeffer awoke December 25, 1943 on a
hard, wooden bed. It was the first of two Christmases he would spend in a Nazi prison.
Inside the Tegel prison, Bonhoeffer and his 700 fellow inmates were underfed, verbally
harassed and the wardens refused to turn on the lights. All this contributed to the dark
and depressive spirit of the place. Bonhoeffer was surrounded by prisoners awaiting
execution. He writes about often being kept awake at night by clanking chains of the cots
as the unsettled, condemned men tossed and turned.
But it was within this suffocating suffering that Advent and Christmas took a deeper
meaning for Bonhoeffer. A prison cell like this is a good analogy for Advent, he wrote to
a friend. One waits, hopes, does this or that – ultimately negligible things – the door is
locked and can only be opened from the outside.
In a letter to his parents Karl and Paula Bonhoeffer on December 17, 1943 he asks them
not to worry or fret about their separation. He will find joy in their enjoyment of the
holiday. He goes on to say,
Viewed from a Christian perspective, Christmas in a prison cell can, of course,
hardly be considered particularly problematic. Most likely many of those here in
this building will celebrate a more meaningful and authentic Christmas than in
places where it is celebrated in name only.
That misery, sorrow, poverty, loneliness, helplessness, and guilt mean something
quite different in the eyes of God than according to human judgment; that God
turns toward the very places from which humans turn away; that Christ was born
in a stable because there was no room for him in the inn — a prisoner grasps
this better than others, and for him this is truly good news.
And to the extent he believes it, he knows that he has been placed within the
Christian community that goes beyond the scope of all spatial and temporal
limits, and the prison walls lose their significance. . . .
These are amazing, yet challenging words for us to hear. It is we who live in places where
Christmas is often celebrated in name only and God turns toward the very places from
which we turn away. Bonhoeffer goes on to say a prisoner grasps this better than others.
Who are these others Bonhoeffer is referring to? Yes, you and me. Why?
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Faith, in the sense in
which I am here using
the word, is the art of
holding onto things your
reason has once
accepted, in spite of your
changing moods
-C. S. Lewis

Anyone seeking truth, even though
he may be running away from
Christ, if it is towards what he
considers the truth, he runs in fact
straight into the arms of Christ
-Simon Weil

For Bonhoeffer, there are two sides to Christmas. There is a hopeless precursor side
to Advent. Until God arrives, we have no hope for release from the imprisonment
of our sins. Advent reminds us that we are struck and condemned, and, for now, the
door to God is locked from outside. We depend completely on someone from the
outside to free us. This is our human condition Advent speaks to.
But we don’t see or want to see this is the case. We think we can open the door that
frees us from our sins from inside. Therefore, unlike Bonhoeffer and his fellow
prisoners, we do not see (or we’re told not to) misery, sorrow, poverty, loneliness,
helplessness, and guilt in our lives. In today’s ‘at your fingertips’ world there is no
reason to experience any of these things, at least that’s what we’re told by the gods
of technology, money and greed. And if we are experiencing misery, sorrow etc.,
you can dig yourself out of this hole. We don’t need a Savior because the gods of
our modern world tell us we can be our own saviors. But that’s not true, for those
who have eyes to see. For those who have the light of Christ in them know that we
are just as much imprisoned in our souls with loneliness, helplessness and guilt as
Bonhoeffer was physically imprisoned.
Unless we hear and take account this message of Advent, there can be no hope and
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joy waiting for us on the other side of Christmas.
Bonhoeffer could because the prison walls that
physically restricted him lost their significance. Those
walls could not stop what the Christ child came to bring
to him and his fellow inmates. Clearly, it was not
freedom from physical suffering. He was eventually
executed along with his fellow inmates. On the Cross
Jesus did not escape suffering. Bonhoeffer knew, that
because he was united with Christ, he would share in
His suffering (Philippians 3.10). So, what was
Bonhoeffer’s hope and joy that Christmas day in
prison?
Bonhoeffer could celebrate a meaningful and authentic
Christmas because, although he knew God was not
going to take away his suffering, he knew God was
suffering with him. Bonhoeffer was not given relief
from his physical suffering, but he had something, no
someone much more important – Jesus. Everything that
his soul ultimately desired and really needed was found
in Him and no one, not even his Nazi captors could take
that away from him.

St. John’s Food Bank
Thanks to everyone for supply our food bank.
It’s regularly accessed by people on a weekly
and daily basis. It’s a wonderful outreach to our
community. If it’s difficult for you to bring in
items of food, you can always donate money
and Lesley Monette will purchase food for you.
Please contact Lesley at 613-542-6464 or email
her at portsmouth@ontario.anglican.ca
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During this season of Advent, you have the opportunity
to have what your soul ultimately needs and desires –
the child whose birth you will celebrate on Christmas
day. Don’t let the immediate satisfaction of your
physical needs get in the way of what you need most of
all deep in your soul – God’s forgiveness, love,
acceptance and presence. The typical, cultural niceties
of the Christmas season cannot give you the meaning
you need and help you deal with the brokenness of your
soul. But Jesus can. And you don’t have to go far to find
Him. He’s waiting for in the place you may last expect
– deep in your soul where you experience your
insecurities, doubt, loneliness, sorrow and guilt. He’s
waiting for you there with arms wide open. Take this
Advent season to walk into His arms.

For Revd. Dr. Michielin’s Sermons,
articles, and newsletters go to our website
www.stjohnsanglicankingston.com and
follow the links
Revd. Dr. Michielin’s Reclamation
Messages can be found on our website, or
facebook page, stjohnsportsmouth
MINISTRY CONTACTS
Revd Dr. Mike Michielin, RECTOR.
613-531-0307
revdrmichielin@cogeco.net
Revd. Grant Fletcher, ASS. PRIEST.
613-544-7281
Sophie Bjerke, Organist and Choir Director 514-970-2715
Caroline Dowling, Music Director
613-572-3875
Fred Craven, RECTOR’S WARDEN
Audrey Doliszny, PEOPLES’ WARDEN

613-548-4897
613-549-6182

MINISTRY COORDINATORS
Sunday School Coordinator: Joyce Clark
Youth Program Coordinator Voila David
Fellowship Ministries Audrey Duliszny
Pastoral Ministries Grant Fletcher
Driver Support Ministries: Svea Murray
Refugee Sponsorship Contact:
Linda Bell
Sam Laldin

613-766-8119
613-541-1008
613-549-6182
613-544-7281
613-767-0583
613-767-1744
613-546-6464

Administrative Assistant, Lesley Monette 613-542-6464
mlmonette123@gmail.com

Revd Dr Mike and Cranmer Society
Finishes Term with Holy Communion

I’ve been ministering to a group of Anglican
students on Queen’s University Campus every
Thursday evening at 5:30 p.m. in the chapel at
Queen’s Theological Hall. We start each meeting
with me leading the students in an order of Evening
Prayer from the Book of Common Prayer,
following by theological topic of discussion. For
those of you who attend our 9 a.m. Communion
Service, you will have seen some of these students
in attendance. This is a very important outreach
ministry for St. John’s. Please keep it in your
prayers
Revd. Dr. Mike Michielin
Merry Christmas and May the Blessings of the
Christ Child be upon you all
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ST. JOHN’S CELEBRATES ADVENT
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