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RECTOR’S MONTHLY NOTES

Jesus does not give recipes that
show the way to God as other
teachers of religion do. He is
himself the way.
Karl Barth
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What’s Happening?
Tues. Sept 12
6:30 p.m.

Study on John
Wylie’s Place

Wed. Sept 20
10:30 p.m.

Rector’s Bible
Study – Parables

Sat. Sept 30
5:30 p.m.

Parish Fish Fry
Cost $15

Wed Oct 11
7 p.m.

Rector’s Evening
Study – The
Christian Life

Wed Oct 25
7 p.m.

On Golden Pond
Cost $20

Welcome Back
It’s my first Fall at St. John’s and I am excited about what we have
planned! Our Sunday School, organized by Joyce Clark, now has 7
teachers! They will be offering a regular Sunday School and Nursery
program every Sunday starting Sept. 10. Voila David will continue to
offer a wonderful Youth Program as well.
With respect to our Adult Education there is lots to pick from! Lesley
Monette, Ken and Mary Wylie, and myself are hosting Life Groups.
Please refer to the Life Group section in this newsletter for details. I
also plan to offer regular workshops on ‘Parenting Teens’, ‘Advent
Wreath Making and Meaning’ etc. I will continue to offer theological
topical and relevant notes in each month’s ‘Rectors Notes’. Please look
below for my latest one on ‘Freedom’. There are plenty of Parish
Activities coming up this Fall too! On Saturday, Sept 30 there will be a
Parish Fish Fry (cost $15 ea.),
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St John’s Parish Fish Fry
When?
Time?
Cost?

Sunday Sept 30, 2017
5:30 p.m.
$15 per ticket

This is wonderful opportunity to come together
but also raise some money! But we need your
help! Please speak to Lesley Monette or Linda
Bell for tickets to sell to friends and neighbours.
Can call Lesley @ 613-542-6464

Faith, in the sense in which I am here using the word, is the art of holding on to things your
reason has once accepted, in spite of your changing moods.
C.S. Lewis
Domino Theatre Night featuring
‘On Golden Pond’ (cost TBA),
Remembrance Sunday Potluck
Lunch (Nov. 12), and much
more!
We’re always looking for more
people to help with reading
lessons, chalice bearer, greeting
and welcoming people on
Sunday mornings, maintenance
and so on. Please speak to
Lesley Monette (613-542-6464)

if you are interested.
Pastoral Care is very important to
us at St John’s. I’ve started up a
Pastoral Care Team. Members
visit the sick and the shut-ins,
deliver bulletins and make sure the
Rector knows when someone
needs
a
visit
and
home
communion. If you are interested
in helping out please contact Svea
Murray (613-767-0583) or Rev’d
Dr. Mike Michielin.

I’ll be offering another Sermon
Series
starting
Sept.
10
‘Christian Foundations’. Don’t
forget you can access any of my
past sermons on our website
www.stjohnsanglicankingston.c
om. I am also very excited about
our music programs for both
Sunday
morning
worship
services. Thanks to Bev Koski,
the
Choir,
and
Caroline
Dowling’s excellent leadership,
we can trust to have an excellent

Faith is to believe what you do not yet see; the reward for this faith is to see what you
believe.
St. Augustine
music program
mornings!

on

Sunday

There has and will be some
maintenance updates to our
buildings. Thanks to your
generosity, my office has a new
ceiling, the concrete sidewalk
just before our breezeway
entrance has been repaired,
masonry upkeep is completed,

and singles for our roof, repair to
the base of the bell tower, and
some electrical work will be
completed this Fall! TBA is a
Saturday morning work bee to get
rid of junk out of our basement.
Your Parish Council, the Wardens
and myself will continue to work
on this Fall on Action Plans to
complete the Long-Range Plans

you worked on as a Parish before I
arrived.
Lastly, I want to thank our
Administrator Lesley Monette, and
Wardens Fred Craven and Audrey
Doliszney whose leadership, advice
and direction are invaluable to me.
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Life Groups
Wed Morning
Time:
Topic:
Contact:

10:30
Parables of Jesus
Rev’d Dr. Mike

Every Second Wed Evening of the Month
Time:
7 p.m.
Topic:
Sermon on the Mount
Contact:
Lesley Monette
Wed 1st and 3rd Evening of the Month
Time:
7 p.m. (Oct. 11h)
Topic:
Practising Christianity
Contact:
Rev’d Dr. Mike

What is Freedom?
For freedom Christ has set us free. Stand firm, therefore,
and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery Gal. 5.1
The above statement by St. Paul makes no sense
to most people today, including Christians. What
do you mean, ‘for freedom Christ has set us free?’ most
would say. We’re already free to make whatever
choices we want to make and do whatever we want to
do. The reason why Paul’s statement makes no
sense to our modern ears is because our notion of
freedom is radically different from his. In David
Bentley Hart’s book, Atheist Delusions: The
Christian Revolution and Its Fashionable Enemies,
Hart summarizes our modern notion of freedom
as trusting there is no substantial criterion by which to
judge our choices that stands higher than the
unquestioned good of free choice itself, and therefore all
judgment, divine no less than human, is in some sense
an infringement upon our freedom (p. 21). The world,
ideas, what’s right and wrong is not something
that already exists that we need to discover, but
instead, all of reality is like a blank canvass upon
which we impose whatever truth we choose to
impose on it. The modern person may believe in
almost anything, or perhaps in anything, so long

Tues Evenings
Time:
Topic
Contact:

6:30 p.m. (Sept. 12)
Gospel of John
Ken and Mary Wylie

as all these beliefs rest securely upon a more
fundamental faith that I decide what is true or not
true. We choose truth, truth does not choose us!
What attracts many of us to this modern, nihilistic
notion of freedom is that it presumes no system of
beliefs that ought to be imposed upon others and
no single correct path to truth that others ought to
be made to tread. Therefore, we are free from
subservience to creeds, or to religious fantasy, or
to any form of moral or cultural absolutism, and
so ideally have relinquished every desire to
control anyone else.
However almost no one is entirely modern in this
way or, at least conscience, of thinking about
freedom in this way. Many still believe in a God
and even atheists believe it’s important to place
certain limits upon the will’s free exercise for the
betterment of society. Still there is an
overwhelming consensus in the right to decide for
ourselves so that we are obedient to nothing else
but our personal volition. This priority of free
choice applies not only to what we purchase and
how we live. In political and ethical debates
regarding economic policy, abortion, euthanasia,
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assisted suicide, censorship, genetic
engineering etc. ‘choice’ is the
principle most frequently invoked
by people.
The consequences for us are evident
all around us. On the political level,
there is an widening gap and
distrust between different political
parties and ideologies. National
identity can no longer be trusted to
hold a nation together. We have
only to look to our neighbour
beyond our southern border to see
this taking place. On the ethical
level, there is no longer a coherent
pattern of thought, tradition or
belief system to guide our
discussions. Instead, so there is no
impingement on our free choices,
ethics is an improvisation of ideas
that suite our individualistic
decisions. Accordingly, everything
is possible making consensus
impossible. Lastly in the religious
realm, God has become a mere
consumer item. We pick and
choose whatever god we want,
sometimes from within a religion,
but increasingly from different ones
as well. And when that god does
not suit our needs, we create
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another one.
Now don’t think we Christians are oblivious to this choicecentered notion of God. We’re as good at creating God in our own
image as anyone else. That’s why we have so many
denominations, ‘shop’ for church communities, and readily get
upset when the preacher does not preach exactly what we believe.
We’re as modern as everyone else in our culture.
But there is another way as St Paul suggests. For Paul, true
freedom is inseparable from one’s nature; we are truly free only
when we can flourish as the kind of being one was created to be.
human freedom not as ‘being able not to sin’, but as ‘being unable
to sin’.

Domino Theatre Fundraiser
Featuring …

“On Golden Pond”
Date:
Time:
Place:
Cost:

October 25
7 p.m.
Domino Theatre
$20

For tickets please call Lesley
Monette 613-542-6464

Thank you for supporting our
Youth Shelter Ministry!
Thanks to your wonderful support we
supply a local Youth Shelter with toiletries
and other items. St. John’s has now set up
an account at Peter’s Drugs Pharmacy so
those who reside in the Youth Shelter may
purchase their feminine products, the cost
of which will be reimbursed by St. John’s.

RECTOR’S NOTES AND MIKE’S
SERMONS
Check out our website
www.stjohnsanglicankingston.com where you
can find all of Revd Dr Michielin’s ‘Rector’s
Notes’ and ‘Sermons’. Follow Quick Links!

Please speak to Audrey Doliszny for any
information and ways you can help.
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Freedom: What is it? Continued …

But how to we get to this point of ‘being
unable to sin’? That’s when Christ comes into
picture. The modern notion of freedom
assumes we can reach this point on our own,
(in fact that we’ve already reached it!). But the
evidence around and within us shows this is
not true. How can we can we say, we can
choose wisely when the world is in such a mess,
with all its injustices, evil acts, suffering and
death? How can we claim we’re truly free to
choose what best for us when anxieties and
restlessness continues to grip our hearts and
minds and suicides are on the rise? The reason
why we’re gripped by so much injustice,
suffering, anxiety and restlessness is because
there is no such thing as just being free. We can
only be truly free when we’re freed for
something or someone.
That is why Paul says, for freedom Christ has set
us free. For Paul freedom is not unconstrained
choosing, but instead being freed to live the
virtuous life, care for people, love each other
as God loves us, in other words to become
what Christ created us to be. For Paul,
freedom has a goal and that goal is our
participation in the eventual new heaven and
earth where, as was the case for Adam and
Eve in the Garden of Eden, we will once again
live in God’s presence, free to not sin and free
from all pain, suffering, anxiety and death.
But what happens in the meantime? In the
meantime, Paul warns us to not submit again to
a yoke of slavery, that is to the modern notion of
freedom. A life that is based on mere freedom
of the will only leads into an abyss of
confusion, anxiety, ethical and religious
confusion, in other words, a yoke of slavery. But
if we turn to Christ, he can and will set us free
for freedom, to at least begin to live free of
anxiety, to be virtuously, in peace knowing
God is with us and for us and with a purpose,
showing the world what God’s new heaven
and earth will look like.

Ken and Mary Wylie are offering an
opportunity to join them to pray for St John’s
or individual concerns at 10 a.m. Sunday
between the two services. For more info
contact Ken or Mary at wylie@queensu.ca

Thanks for Supporting St John’s
Food Bank
Our Food Bank is well used by many in
our community and beyond all thanks to
your wonderful support.
Please keep this ministry in mind over the
summer months and for the needs will
continue over that time.
Foods that we are we’re always looking
for are canned stews, pastas, baked beans
and meats. Also crackers, peanut butter,
jams, cereals, and soups are always
needed. Thank you!
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