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Jesus does not give recipes that
show the way to God as other
teachers of religion do. He is
himself the way.
Karl Barth

May Edition 2017

What’s Happening?
Wed May 3
10 a.m.

Servant Songs from Isaiah
Bible Study led by Rev’d
Dr. Michielin

Sat May 14
9 a.m.

Spring Cleanup at St.
John’s. Bring your
gardening tools!

Sun May 28
12 noon

Fri June 2
15:30 p.m.

Family BBQ. Bring you
kids and talk about family
life at the Michielin’s home
Parish Supper and Roof
Fundraiser. Cost: $15. See
Lesley for tickets

Resurrection and Morality
There is a tendency in our moral determinations today towards
two extremes: One is moralism when ethical decisions are
made without any consideration of the gospel. Two is
antinomianism when there is a complete disregard for moral
questions altogether. To avoid both extremes and so both
God’s grace and God’s Law come together, Christian ethics
must be rooted in the resurrection of Jesus Christ. In His
resurrection, Christ has redeemed the created order that God
intended from the beginning of time and will restore it to its full
glory on the last day.
The discovery and response to this created order of God all
depends, of course, in attending to God’s self-disclosure in
Jesus Christ as it comes to us in the Bible. God’s created order

“Judging others makes us blind, whereas love is
illuminating. By judging others we blind ourselves to
our own evil and to the grace which others are just as
entitled to as we are.”
Dietrich Bonhoeffer
pg. 3
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St. John’s Strategic Plan for 2017 ….

Over a year ago St. John’s embarked on developing a long-range plan for its future mission and ministry.
Thanks to Ven. Wayne Varley’s initiative and Donna Silver-Smith’s guidance, we have a vision and
mission statement along with three core values: BELIEVE in Jesus, BELONG to God, and BLESS all
people. Four pillars focus on the following ministries: Community Engagement, Meaningful Worship,
Children, Youth & Families, and Operational Stability. Under each of our pillars, you developed a list of
STRATEGIC PRIORITIES, each of which now require us as a parish to develop ACTIONS PLANS to
carry out.
The Wardens, Parish Council and your Rector have begun developing these plans. As soon as we have
worked through each pillar and developed corresponding actions plans, it will be presented to the whole
parish for consideration. The goal is to be able to do this early in September.
Rev’d Dr. Mike Michielin

Faith, in the sense in which I am here using the word, is the art of holding on to things your
reason has once accepted, in spite of your changing moods.
C.S. Lewis
exists apart from whether or
not
we
accept
God’s
revelation in Christ. That is
why Paul says in Rms. 2.1,
you have no excuse whoever you
are … . Yet it’s full disclosure
and understanding requires
God’s revelation in Christ.
Unfortunately most moral
decisions today assume there
are no such divine revelation
and
therefore
a
predetermined moral order

for us to discover and live by.
Accordingly, many think it’s
simply up to us to decide what
orders our relationship to
nature and each other should
look like. The problem with
this modern tendency is
deciding
whose
moral
decisions/philosophy is the
right one? Consequently we live
in a confused moral state of
affairs today. Without any
objective starting point that
rests in God, we now simply

make up what’s right or
wrong along the way.
Another tendency in today’s
moral thinking that we need
to beware of is what is called
‘Historicism’.
When
the
Resurrection
no
longer
shapes
our
moral
determinations – and thus
unfolds for us a moral order
that we’ve been created to
participate in - creation easily
becomes raw material for
transforming and developing

Faith is to believe what you do not yet see; the reward for this faith is to see what you
believe.
St. Augustine

into whatever we decide it
should become. For instance,
the answers to the questions
how we treat the environment
and what is good or wrong is no
longer something we discover
in the Bible, but something
that develops and thus
changes over time. What
might have been considered

wrong or a sin at one time in
history might now, thanks to
so-called developing powers of
our
human
reason,
be
acceptable behavior today.
Again the problem here is whose
understanding of this development
is the right one? Answer, who
knows?

So what do we do? As I’ve
hinted at, we must let the Bible
shape our moral pattern of
reasoning. I wish to emphasize
pattern of reasoning. The last
thing we want to do, as has been
done in some evangelical circles,
is pickpocket individual verses
here and there from the bible
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Life Groups
Have you ever thought of joining Life Group? It’s a
great way to meet people and engage your faith so it’s
relevant to your life! Please contact Lesley, 613-5426464, if you are interested in joining one of the
following groups
Servant Songs of Isaiah led by Rev’d Dr Mike
Wednesdays at 10 a.m.
Hot Topics of the Day led by Lesley Monette every 2nd
Wednesday of the month at 7 p.m.

so we can impose our
predisposed notions of what
is morality right or wrong on
others. Instead, we must
listen to what God’s Word
has to say to us in humility,
yet applying our mental
capacities fully to the patterns
of what God has to say about
the created order that He has
redeemed and promised to
bring
to
a
wonderful
conclusion one day.
Now, just because we,
as Christians, can turn to a
common
source
for
understanding our moral
dilemmas, that doesn’t mean
we all naturally come to the
same
conclusions.
The
evidence in our own church
shows this is clearly not the
case. As the crucifixion of
Jesus teaches us, we are frail
human beings who always
struggle between letting God
be God in our lives instead of
being our own gods. So what
hope do we have in coming
to any consensus on any
moral matters? That’s where

the Resurrection comes in. If
Jesus is Lord, as His
Resurrection claims, then no
one
may
lord
one’s
interpretation of the Bible
over anyone else’s. That is
not to say, one cannot hold
onto a particular point of
view. But we must always
graciously
accept
our
differences while seeking
common ground.
What does this look
like in the life of the Church?
A church should be a place
where people feel free and
comfortable to disagree with
one another. For example,
people should feel free to
disagree with what is said in a
sermon and able to worship
with others who don’t hold
the same moral views. But if
that is to happen, let’s take
care not to take offense at
someone who disagrees with
us. For remember we’re all
brothers and sisters in Christ.
This is the force behind what
Paul says in Galatians 6.1-2:
if anyone is detected in a

transgression (or with a
different opinion!), you who
have received the Spirit should
restore such a one in a spirit of
gentleness. … Bear one another’s
burdens and in this way you
fulfill the law of Christ. Is this
easy to do? No. It can be hard
especially if the other person
is not as gentle about your
differences of opinion as you
are with theirs. But that’s why
the Resurrection of Christ is
so important for us as God’s
people. Now that He has
risen from the dead, Jesus did
so not just so we can be free
of sin and death, but also so
we can live the humble, kind,
patient and generous way of
the Cross Christ lived.
To conclude, if we are
to come to any moral
consensus in the Church on
what God’s moral order looks
like as revealed in Scripture,
we must accept there will
always be differences of
opinion on any particular
moral issue. To a degree this
is natural because Jesus is
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Lord, as the Resurrection
proclaims, and we have a
tendency to be lords unto
ourselves, as the Crucifixion
proclaims. The question then is
not whether we have different
moral answers, but how we deal
with each other’s different
answers? That requires charity
and patience on behalf of all of
us as we carefully attend to
Scripture as we seek common
answers. May St John’s be
such a church!
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Following Jesus After the Resurrection
Sermon Series
So what is the big deal with the Resurrection of Jesus Christ? What
difference does it make in our lives? These are important questions
to ask because Easters come and go most often without any
consideration of the question So what? This Spring’s Sermon Series
addresses this very important question. Rev’d Dr Mike Michielin
will be preaching sermons on the follow topics through April, May
and June from the books of 1st and 2nd Peter.

Sunday April 30.

Our Cosmic Birth

1Peter 1.3-12

Sunday May 7

Our Identity as Exiles

1Peter 1.1-2

Sunday May 14

Our Call to Holy Living

1Peter 13-16

Sunday May 28

Our Guide: Word of Truth 2Peter 1.16-21

Sunday June 4

Our Power: The Spirit

2Peter 1.3-11

Sunday June 11

Our Family: Community

1Peter 2.1-10

Sunday June 18

Our Walk: Free to Submit 1Peter 2.13-17

Sunday June 25

Our Vocation: Lay Ministry 1Peter 2.4-10

Sunday July 2

Our Future: Justice

2Peter 3.3-14

Sermons may be heard on our website as well @

www.stjohnsanglicankingston.com

St John’s Raise the Roof Campaign
The roof covering the Van Straubenzee Wing is
in bad need of repair. After soliciting tenders,
Friendship Construction came in with the best
price, $11,850. They replaced the shingles on the
both the Church and the Hall in recent years.
Your wardens hope this work will be completely
by early Fall, but we need your help. If we all
contribute towards the cost of the project, we
can raise the money necessary to pay for it. So
please prayerfully consider if and what you can
give above and beyond your regular giving.
Checks can made out to St John’s Roof Fund.

Address:
Email:
Website:

St John’s Anglican Church, 41 Church
Street Kingston, ON. 613-542-6464.
Portsmouth@ontario.anglican.ca
www.stjohnsanglicankingston.com
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Vivamus vestibulum, lectus
interdum dignissim rhoncus,
nisi purus condimentum enim,
vitae ultrices felis nibh id pede.
Nam dictum lacinia diam.
Pellentesque venenatis.
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