St. John’s Anglican Church, Porthsmouth

A Church that Practices Generous Orthodoxy

RECTOR’S MONTHLY NOTES

Jesus does not give recipes that
show the way to God as other
teachers of religion do. He is
himself the way.
Karl Barth

June Edition 2017

What’s Happening?
Fri. June 2
5 p.m.

Sun. June 25
10 a.m.

Parish Supper with Music!
Cost $15 See Lesley for
tickets. 613-542-6464
Parish BBQ and Picnic
following combined 10 a.m.
service

Note Summer Service Time!
July 2 to September 2
10 a.m. Combined Service

What is Grace?
Grace is a funny word because it can refer to many things. It
can refer to a prayer we say just before a meal or how graceful
is a ballerina or a deer. The word ‘grace’ is often used in our
liturgies. At the end of Morning and Evening Prayer in the BCP
we conclude both services with a quote from 2Corinthians
13.14, The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and
the fellowship of the Holy Ghost, be with us all evermore. It’s a prayer
we often recite at end of Church meetings. In the BAS the
celebrant begins the service with these words, The grace of our
Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. In the KJV of the bible grace appears 206
times. So clearly it’s an important word. But if we were asked to
give a definition of grace, most of us would stumble coming up
with one. So what is grace?
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K7M 1H2
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St John’s Parish Dinner
When?
Time?
Cost?

Friday June 2, 2017
5 p.m.
$15 per ticket

Join us for an evening of music, good food, wine
and good times. At 5 p.m. enjoy a glass of punch
while listening to Irwin Streight entertain us
followed by an excellent ham supper with a glass
of wine
Speak to Lesley Monette for tickets!

Faith, in the sense in which I am here using the word, is the art of holding on to things your
reason has once accepted, in spite of your changing moods.
C.S. Lewis
There are three answers to
this question. First, grace is
relational. Second, grace is a
person. Lastly, grace means
God has time for us.
Grace is about a relationship,
in particular with the Triune
God. The Greek word for
grace, charis means ‘to find
favour from a superior who
bestows an undeserved gift’.
The Hebrew word for grace,
besed means ‘God’s covenant

faithfulness’. When we put
these two definitions together,
grace is something we receive
only when we enter into a
covenant
or
committed
relationship with God. You
can’t receive grace from
someone unless you are in a
committed relationship with
that person. I receive the gift of
love from my wife and children
because I am in a committed
relationship of love as my
wife’s husband
and my

children’s father. Likewise
apart from a covenantal
relationship with God there
can be no experience of
God’s grace. If this is true,
that grace is offered and
experience only in the context
of a committed relationship
with God, why do we turn to
God when bad things happen
expecting Him to respond
when we never turn to Him at
any other time? It’s like me
expecting my family to care

Faith is to believe what you do not yet see; the reward for this faith is to see what you
believe.
St. Augustine

for me when I’m in trouble,
but at any other time not
paying any attention to them.
In this case no one would say
I am in the right to expect my
family to do anything for me?
By definition we wouldn’t be
a family in the first place. So
why do we expect God to
care for us when we pay him

no attention except when we’re
in trouble? If grace is about
relationship,
it
can’t
be
experienced apart from a
committed relationship with
God.
But we still haven’t answered
the question, ‘What is grace?’
Paul gives us the answer in

2Corinthians 13.13: The grace of
our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of
God, and the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. Grace is
relational because grace is a
person and that person is Jesus
Christ. Grace is not something
like a gift we receive from
someone at Christmas. What we
receive is not something, but
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Life Groups
Have you ever thought of joining Life Group? It’s a
great way to meet people and engage your faith so it’s
relevant to your life! Please contact Lesley, 613-5426464, if you are interested in joining one of the
following groups
Our Life Groups have taken a break for the summer.
But they will be starting up again in September on
Wednesdays at 10:30 and every Tuesday evenings
at 7 p.m. Revd Dr Michielin plans to offer another
study in the evenings in his home. Particulars TBA.

someone. That is why Paul
says in 1Corthians 1.4, the
grace of God has been given to
you in Christ Jesus. The Good
News or Gospel the NT
authors talk about is a person
not something. That is why
whenever the word Gospel is
spoken of in the NT, Jesus is
always mentioned. That
God’s
grace
is
Jesus
contradicts what we normally
think
is
God’s
grace.
Typically we think grace is
something God gives us. So
we often turn to God with
our grocery list: Please God
give and/or do this and that for
me. When our prayers are not
answered we’re quick to say,
if God existed, He would answer
my prayers, not considering
that God’s grace is Himself
not things.
Insofar as God’s grace is
Himself in the person of the
resurrected Christ, it tells us
that God has time for us. The
greatest gift anyone can give
you is one’s time. What do
children most remember of

their parents when they are
gone? The time they spent
with them. Unfortunately we
live in a society where
increasingly people do not
have time for one another.
What is the greatest vice in
our society today? Is it greed,
sexual
promiscuity,
selfishness or pride? It’s all
those things. But the greatest
vice is busyness. That might
sound odd to you but if you
think about it’s not. For
instance the one excuse I hear
all the time for why people
don’t come to Church is
because they are too busy in
life. How many times have I
heard, Sunday morning is the
only time I can get some rest or
have time with my family.
Really? But if you ask the
same people, do you have time
for your children’s sports,
hanging out with your friends,
playing golf etc., their answer is
very different. I’m not saying
any of these ways of
occupying your time is not
important. But isn’t it odd
that we say we have time for

these things but not for God,
the same God who created
us, sustains us and died for us
on a cross?
The reason why it’s so
important to give God time is
because only God always has
time
for
you.
What’s
particularly amazing about
God’s time for us is that He
gives himself even when we
don’t have time for God
when we’re – so-called – too
busy for God. We are not the
first ones to not have time for
God. That’s what happened
when Jesus was crucified. His
people, the Romans, and
even his disciples didn’t have
time for Jesus, time for what
he taught, for who He was
and his grace. That’s why
they turned their backs on
Him and killed Him. We’re
no different from them when
we say I’m too busy for Jesus.
But we still haven’t answered
the question, ‘Why should we
make time for Jesus?’ Is it
because He needs us? No, it is
because we need Him. No
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Continued
other god, no other person, not
even your family has time for
you as Jesus does. What do I
mean? What is it that Jesus can
give us that nobody else can?
Consider what His cross
teaches us? What makes the
crucifixion of Jesus difficult to
look at and contemplate? It’s
that it reveals, not only that
He’s willing to give Himself to
us, but also gives Himself to a
humanity that is wrought with
depravity, sin and shame. It’s
because of humanity’s sin and
depravity that Jesus was killed
and for those who recognized
this was so – Judas and Peter –
shame was the result. If we are
to take the cross seriously we
can’t avoid the sin, depravity
and shame in our own hearts.
Now it’s not popular to talk
this way in many mainline
Churches. ‘I just want to be
told I’m a good person,’ is the
crying call from both clergy
and laity. But that’s not the
person Jesus has time for. ‘I
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have come for the unrighteous, not the righteous,’ says Jesus. Why
does He say this? Because He is grace! He’s come not to condemn
us but to redeem, forgive, and be with and for us in the midst of our
sin, guilt and shame so that we need no longer experience these
things. Who else is willing to be with us there? Nobody! Give Jesus
time and let His time and grace transform you.

Date:

Sunday June 25, 2017

Time:

Following Combined 10 a.m.
Communion Service

Come and enjoy a wonderful picnic together on our
last Sunday before the summer!

St John’s Raise the Roof Campaign
Thanks so much for your generous
donations towards our ‘Roof Fund’.
Thanks to two particularly generous
offerings, we’ve raised approximately
$28,000 towards the fund. We only need
$12,000 to replace our roof! The
remaining funds will be set up in a
‘Building Fund’ from which other
necessary capital work on our building
will be done.

Address:
Email:
Website:

St John’s Anglican Church, 41 Church
Street Kingston, ON. 613-542-6464.
Portsmouth@ontario.anglican.ca
www.stjohnsanglicankingston.com
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Thanks for Supporting St John’s
Food Bank
Our Food Bank is well used by many in
our community and beyond all thanks to
your wonderful support.
Please keep this ministry in mind over the
summer months and for the needs will
continue over that time.
Foods that we are we’re always looking
for are canned stews, pastas, baked beans
and meats. Also crackers, peanut butter,
jams, cereals, and soups are always
needed. Thank you!

Thank you for supporting our
Youth Shelter Ministry!
Thanks to your wonderful support we
supply a local Youth Shelter with
toiletries and other items. St. John’s has
now set up an account at Peter’s Drugs
Pharmacy so those who reside in the
Youth Shelter may purchase their
feminine products, the cost of which will
be reimbursed by St. John’s.
Please speak to Audrey Doliszny for any
information and ways you can help.

RECTOR’S NOTES AND MIKE’S
SERMONS
Check out our website
www.stjohnsanglicankingston.com where
you can find all of Revd Dr Michielin’s
‘Rector’s Notes’ and ‘Sermons’. Follow
Quick Links!
5

lorem ipsum dolor

issue, date

